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True Holiness

This week’s parasha addresses a seemingly enormous task — that of achieving holiness. With a somewhat ambiguous
statement, G-d charges the Jewish people with the words “kedoshim tihiyu” — you shall be holy. Yet, we must take a
moment to ponder what this means. How does one become holy? What is real holiness?

This question is at the root of a great debate among some of the classical commentators. Rashi explains that G-d wants us
to separate from forbidden sexual relationships. Apparently, holiness stems from the designation of specific people as
suitable for a relationship that is uniquely between two people to the exclusion of others. We may glean the following
understanding of what it means to be holy from this idea. To be holy means to be special. The relationship of marriage is
sacred due to the bonding of two individuals who share an exclusively special connection with one another.

We can derive from here that holiness means a sanctified space or connection. There are places and times that are
special, unique, sanctified, and holy. The land of Israel is holy, or special and unique, in comparison with the other lands of
the Earth. The Beit HaMilkdash is sacred, special, and unique in comparison to other buildings, which are merely physical
edifices. The Beit HaMikdash is the meeting place between G-d and man. Shabbat and the holidays are sanctified times
that stand apart from the rest of the week. They are times of separation from our busy schedules and time to connect
with Hashem, loved ones, and community.

Holiness is created when one breaks away from his nature and transforms the mundane into something special and unique.
In fact, each of the commandments that appear in the beginning of the parasha require the Jewish people to conduct
themselves in a way that was fundamentally different than the nations among whom they were to dwell. Those nations
lacked marital integrity, a moral code, a proper justice system, and a belief in one G-d who seeks to make us the best that
we can be.

Another interpretation of holiness is offered by Ramban. According to Ramban holiness doesn’t mean to separate from
that which is forbidden, as Rashi explained, but rather to separate to some degree from that which is permissible. This
doesn’t mean that we are supposed to live as recluses or hermits. Judaism actually embraces engagement with the
physical world. Rather, it means that one should not overindulge in physical pleasures, which inevitably will distract one
from the primary goal of existence in this world — to perfect ourselves and the world through bringing the Torah and its
directives into fruition. Holiness is the decision to make one’s life distinct by separating himself from the attractions and
distractions of this world which, although not inherently negative, can bring about the negative outcome of causing one to
lose his focus of the ultimate goal. Holiness is knowing when to disconnect from the material in order to infuse it with
spirituality.




A third explanation that | would like to suggest is that holiness relates to two elements, both of which are reflected in this
week’s parasha. The first is obvious and would be guessed by most. Holiness is demonstrated by those who are
committed to drawing close to Hashem. Shabbat and Kashrut (two such mitzvot that appear in the parasha) are prime
examples. One who wishes to be holy must engage in specific religious behaviors that enable him to connect to G-d, who
simultaneously fills and transcends our perceived reality. Yet, holiness does not end there. In order to be holy one must
also seek out the other element of holiness. This is defined by those mitzvot that govern our interpersonal relationships.
It is so fascinating that the majority of the numerous commandments found in this week’s parasha deal with how we treat
others, such as having honest business dealings, taking care of those who are less fortunate, not speaking negatively of
others, and loving one another. Parashat Kedoshim teaches us that in order to be kadosh, holy, one must be concerned
not only about his relationship with Hashem, but equally concerned about his relationship with others.
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DEDICATIONS
nnwa 7L NniNNYY
20'ax N7 7't DNt N2 Nafan Mazal Tov Eddie Greenstein on the birth of a
healthy baby boy to his children Sara and
Clemy Jajati.

Mazal Tov also to Deena Greenstein and the
honored aunts and uncle Lilli, Jacob and
Samantha.

For dedications please email asaftamir@verizon.net one week in advance


mailto:asaftamir@verizon.net

Weekly Thoughts 1199972 NO9NY

ON IMPROVING CHARACTER TRAITS (MYIN-12 HNDY) mTNN PPN

NYINY NANNI) NNV 12V

(773=372 97%) 77319 7395 HINN) M 73393 POX NN NIYN NY”

19192239 19%aN 72953 MPNT

239 122910 O350 YINN T : (N7IN DY) TIY) 7XAN OYY PHN 1D PR IAN NP TAONNNY : () 1Y MIYT D) 0721997 ININ
DV D NIPY N9 OV 12 10P P2 D392 1720 WMAY NIV INTNY DTN TN 7299 ,NaD 020 PoN W PN D392 170N
YW D5 D27 NYY KOV - 11PN TIAD2 NP MPNT 07200 YNT 710N W12 RINY 92T 1Y 1907 KDY, NNN Y2 XINY
(9N BY) MYOD) .NNNN 97Y NPT NYIIT NN KON 1IN 71252 P09 RD 072170 11200 NXNONDY 1IN NN W»IAD
1NN DY DINDY INAYA DY >IN 729D, 71N TYID NIANNI TINIY 1N HRIVID TANR) TAN 99 DX NNND OTN 99 DY MNP
1272 NNNN 1PN PHMY TIAOY NP MDWN 072NN DMWY INT 7INSY 71253 D8I 1ISY IHN HY DN NID IUND
TYY 252N TI2N NHN XX AN DY I .(277 72 ,0W) ,TOWD TPOY 23N 112N T2 2N IIIN IWIN 277 : (7 72 MAN) DININN
ANV OOV TXITH DY NN XON 1IN PNN) TIADA MPNT DN PIN INY XNV 723N NI DXIONN 1IN 7 TOWD

72N NANND 7772

. 772292 PAR AN NIVN KY7 (N VD) ANNN TP NNY T OX INYID DNRD PIY DX NIWW TWIN IRV 12101 NI
DIV NRY NDY TYAD 2NN AN NI PTYID AN PA DY, TV 27709 TV NANRYY 9NN

293 ¥raN NIVWN NY

MD1Y 1192192 XYW NODNN KDY : T 72252 PNNR DX XIWN KD DIINND) 7722927 ND¥HA PTPTHN ONOTW 12 JNI DNIND
172190 D) IIN NINITI) 703273 DINN NN INIVN) 092 MPIPIN 127 11ATN XY : WTIPN )IYO) 7032527 NIINN NN
ND” (DY) D72WH2) NIV 92D PNV (17D 17D YDWN) IINRY 19D D22 DNNIY MDY DINNIVN TITY Ny : (V) V1)
9270 20 XY ,(12IN DY 12PN 12T HINYT NX DYV 1P9I) ININD 1MIAY ININN XY Y 219 OX - T2292 NN DX NIVN

DIV PN IO TINM DYYY N DY INNYIIN NN NIN T2 NIV IN ,NVIY NN TWUN

DX YYD 1M PAN NN XIWN NI : (DW) 1IDIND 1000 211 71PN DX IDIN 12552 NIV RYN AMDN 7N 7NN NN D)
JMY NN IMIN NI L2320 N9 YN DY MNDIN PIN I2T P92 NIN T332 MNIVD XY INNIVY DIND 12T TPHNND 110)
NON 120V DY DINY INLND TR NTIVY INYY YYD TNAND 220 NNY THYTI VIONN XD Y1 ,ROUN POY RYN XD 1NN
5Y LINT IN,NLN PR NYIND RONHNN N N ,DXI2T 720 TNNX 1PN INDIND O Y NAYIIM ,MODT 999 ININ YT NN

9 AN YID NI I, N 92T MY Y25 2w vy

NN T RYOY HIPYW 2IWN NIV NIANN MINNY 222Y DNIY NON XTPN NNINNY PAND 1D PNNY ION DMION MAT 97y
ANORD NNIY DA 23NN PITY D IPINNX NPNX DAN NANND Y20 DINDN DOWYN NYIYYI 1125 101N PR ON NANN NONINI

II‘[”"”b Il‘[,nN” 1,: nn

PTIND TYID NANNRYY DY JNIY DNINA OXTPI .NANNA 7YV DXV 7 PARY NYD NNN NVPI NNY PIAND NDPONA PYNN
2(7952N2) 10 NYYN DX TO NNWY D7 - WTIPN NYWI) 771D TOAYN XD T2 M0 MN NIT : IDINY

NN 2NN DTRY NT72D NNXWN NI ) NYP N NYIITY PANY N1 NIINN DIV (NN 251,091y M2XN)) H7NNN N
19701 NN YONY 1OV PNN N NNYY XD MNAY DNNNT DTN NXAND 12N 201 P9 )108Y NND 21770 INYI DN 171N




PYIY YITTY IWIN D1N1PY D3NN PNND NNIWY XD INSND WYY IINNY .NT OY NY DIDHTNY DINYTY IV MINY P NYNIW
IINY ) NINN2 NDYYN (R7Y X7D) DAY 7010 97y ;NN DITY YYD DT 9719 1IN N L PNNR IPNY WY NINND PYNNY
NUYPO TN TAYN XD 7929 M0 TOYT D57 TIN50 Y70 NANNY 109N HHN Y109 NNN DX DY T NINWD NNNN DD 171D

SN 9N

.DANN 2PN IVIND IWNND MINK MINAY YINND, INIVY NDYHWN T8N 9NN WITTY INY Hp DOV AN 99D

INYIY 2992 NAND

- TMD YD NANNY OYLY < (NP V) YIATTY 172090 YRR 191 1710 Y7 AN NANN) INN NN XD NND ,Mnnd v 1y
722N YND PRTIP TON TH2Y XDPY 727 N2 92OV T Y NN ININND 172N DX DNNOY DTIND 2D 92P> NI D ,Mvon
NN NANNY7 IR NOY N2V 19NN 2101 D2 1Y) NN 2NN TUNRD PIY DD 17220 2NNOY DNNN MINHD NON (N 270 172)
) INYTA DMV NIANK NANWND WP 7PTIY INT (779 PID9) T 10 NANNY 12,7 T¥I07 NYNI OMNX MYM 7 Tnd Ty
INYI NOVY XNIDN? 953 12NN 7PN DN, N¥IIY NNON NI TV 10N DWW DT 1NV NN DTN 2NN DY
,MIV 952 NN INY XIN NPTPY DYDY 1252 XON 7P DAR PHN MY KDY ,NNON NYT TIAD) 0IDI32) IWIVA 1D NN
PNV N NI IVWAID NV DIN IWND 172202 NIVD NI 2NN AN 1202 INTD DNIPD MINND 70N NIY 2IND10 M
NNNY (3 37D DY) AN 1290 NINXIPN NTH PONY NIV NN W) NANN YD (377 /9 X7Y) NN N IO Oy .NaNNa

JUMY ORI DY TIONN

NI NINNY ININ NIININD NV

NIV IO W IDAN NN DITH DD NONY NPNDY MDD IRYND INY TN TYID NANRYY MINND DTN VITH MnNnd v
TN NYYN 2955 DY) DOWNY PN YTPNA DXAIDNY NN .DDID MNNN 9 ODINY 1PIND DTN P2 MNNN DY THX TID?
72ND DTN PAY MNN THID PAR IN YN D9 TN ,0IPNY DTN PV MNNN

Sy VYYD DY NXANVY (1583 1Y) ,578F DY NPT M I'NIN 7PN NNOVIY MINKRY NANNR NTNND) 7 PRNDY 11PDIA OTIR
)2 VWOV DTIND YIVAY 709202 1T 2 TN ODINY PIDaN DY 210 DV HYan wa9n” DYt NYRN NANN WY 1NN TN
MY NN NNNN DIV WIND TITN ¥ KRNI .NMIWNY ITIN 12 NPOIMNN NNNN N ,09222) /T P2 NTNIY NPINNRD ,NPINN
T IR NIANNID YHNY TY NI2WY DIVN NHM TIND TYID NIANNKI-N DNN NI NOYND I NNITH NI ¥ NPINRD DV
JT NIANND NPV NN INIY NIANRY 97N TNNNDIY .DDIDN MAD MITHN NIV, TTIND HI2) Twa) H51) 7120 Y51 PPN
NIANN 7Y NN NPINND DIV TPYNN /T NIANND NI INIY NINND NI ,YIND 21D IPNX ,NPINNA NPY DTNV T DOY

N2 NP2 MM NNITHY I NXNY ,NNN DT DO XN, TN TYID NANNI 1997 1IN

MNYNM T AR 7T NIANNK NWITIN Y DOV 31T PDIAVNN PIYNINND ININD 297 /PN 99D INITIY 1N NIN PIVD NN
YOHINY PN NN NN DIV2AN RO TPTNHRD MPATH .TPTOINR MPAT DT PRI IVIND WININN 1T PrTY ON 7T NTaya
DRY 10N INPN PIN XYY 12INNN PIYD) , 0210 NX 7PNN DNRY TOVWNND YND NSY DPP MDY DIV 1D PRI DIV 1ORY

ANPN DI NTIAN NYIN NI

IWIND LTI ONY T IR T NIANNX OPIY YD 1D PRY NN ,DONHRND MPXATD XD NIN-D IYW VINIIN 171V YW I ITH
YN T NIANN DY MHATH YW, DYN M) NNITHA NN DNNNY IO .ITHN NNT TN 0I1VIY DXAVN) DI ,WINNM
DYP MO IV PRI WIYNN ,TIIUND PVIDNY SVINY DV NINY PR DY NITTHIN XD M2 DYN M T IR OV ITH

TV0a

21052 DY DTN Y NI D DI WUNY ,TIND TYID NANRY XN DNNN DY 1T DOONY RDPY I ANINND PIY I
Y IVNY  NPIONRN DTN DVIAD HNY FTIN TYURIY . MAWIN NINITHN DI NNNN D35 YN NHN NN NIANNI NPINND
5552 ¥INY Y19 1PN IN NPINRN NPYY 595 T2 WX DN DN 9INPT MIMN TY 7NNV DNITHN DI YD HN0N dIN

NN NoAPo



1 HANNY 17972 ANTH NANN

YINY YTD T NANND YHOND PYNND 91D IRIY NANNRND DIV T NANND DTN NN NID TIND TYID NANNY DY NNan
5121051 NN 21N IND) IOYND 1IN0 HVIA) DV PTPY TN 7 TTIND D) TWI Y52 72225 DO PPON T NN NANNYY
PIPIY ISY TPHNNY XN XIN PHPPNN DNN >I3T PR (27 370 M) 573N NI WIPI MY .DTRN SV IINNM MINYN
NPONNRN 71V .NANNRD NMNITH MOYY 53109 INTIAY NIITHI NPINNN DIV MY PINND IDY NPINNRN NN HVINY M1
TN 799573 PN NNNN NDAP MDY NTNIOY NN N PINTN DY NIAYD NDID NI NPINND NN NPIYNNY INYI NIANNRN T2

NN 9APY DD IR TAN 2D THN WINDY -

NN HIRA (VYR TINY RIPN 10 N NNHWN ,D7ST 0D DN /) ININD) 7NN NYT7N DY DIRDNN 12T NN
NTPN NN THX DO NPV PAYY PHY DTN 2D DYUN d7awy 9N (279 370 92793) ”RON TN WNRDY (1Y T 97PN) H7ina
DNV Y YINN INTIP MR ONNN KDY 03D NAONX NN : DNY IIN VIV AW DX NI : 12N D HNINX POINN NTIP D>NNM
DDYD N2 DONNMIN DD AUN D NNNN NNN NPIDY DNIYW H9ON NN D3N HDWN N .N90N NN DYDY PIISNY PO
95 PN YD ROV HXIW DD PN TR NIN DRI DY DPPN DY MNNNN DI 799577 D2 19D OYP U PN TH DINYP
55512 NN VIO VI YD HY NP YN DOXVID NN NND 1A YWY PN DN NXY DD 9P UNN OPPY MINONND
VIN VI VDN TNNY TAN 99N DPPI MNINM YD HNIY DY 27N WHNN XN 12 ONTY INNMN DT 1IN DOONN ININ DXNNOW)
NN TN DA DY DOWTY PXY DIV 97 NI 927D WHN NN NN MINISN INN HION IN 921NN 1WINWI V9N H9o10 NN

.90 NINY 759572 NINY 59 YTV 1N NTIP NN PN 2VINY THN DTRND

DV NN (2 V7 MNY) NI DRIV KD NPND TIN A NNNN NYIAP OTP ,NMNN NP NN DY TIDN D) XN 19)
NIN MMV DXVINN 99 NI NNNN IR INIY D951 75 /TNN 292 TANX WIND: ! 27YI2 WD) TN WO 9NN T DRI
NDY PXINNY NNIYO NTIO 7N D210 NNNN DI D NNNA D17 K9 NY TIND TYID NIANNY D Y79 NN IWNR NN 995D

L1999 YT NN YT BDID D NNYTII NI N2 PP MION DI HYW A0IN) PIY N I

Y ONNY T DIN ND RXP»T (PN 179 MNY) /D2IN NIV WTPN WYY 7555702 RPYT XIN NPOWN DRIV D) ¥7W1971 D)
YN VI ,999N TN NIV Y90 NPYT NID DR MNONND 99 Y5 7100 T 2D 7559702 701N 79 NON Monva
VNN NON DY XY VD DY MYNYN P PIYD P DIY TY XN 575 NID 92T WHN NIdN ,DINISN 9D PN 995D 19 T119)

LOYNDN ONL,DINOVN DY MbYND

157131,1972 GX NN 1972 ININ - NI NYOW PN ,O051 19 108Y NX DTR NONP HNX DD ININY DN (V71D) MO RPN
9PO¥2 995 HOON I IMNY NN NIXNY 2997 ,PITNY MON HYI-ON DY 720 MyNwny Ty 9270 XN DXN210 N0 .9 Ty T2
213y (NTN)

T2V NPINNN NHN WY PINTN 0T NIINY ,WID #IPINK WIYS TN V7Y NPYI NN : (N70) 1Y NTIAY 7002 RIPN
12590 NNIYY DYDY NINIP PONY DIWATY NYTH NANTIM MDHN PPNV PIAND NI AN DNYHD .INPINK MR 93 P
NVYY NNITHI MOYY T TIY NIRD P NPIAN NINN MY DOPY NPINNN YODY T2 7Y NI



